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University of Montana
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Education
Ph.D. University of California, Riverside, 1991
M.A. California State University, Sacramento, 1986

B.A. California State University, Sacramento, 1985

Academic Positions

Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Montana, 2014-
present. (Associate Professor 2000-2014, Assistant Professor 1997-
2000, tenure granted in 2001.)

Chair, Political Science Department, University of Montana, 2018-2020;
2013-2016.

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Western State
College, Gunnison, Colorado, 1996-1997

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Colorado State
University, 1992-1996

Lecturer, Department of Political Science, University of California,
Riverside, 1991-1992

Teaching

Regularly Offered Courses:
Introduction to Political Theory
American Political Thought
Utopianism & Its Critics
Classical & Medieval Political Philosophy (co-convened with graduate
political theory seminar)
Modern Political Theory (co-convened with graduate seminar)
Contemporary Political Thought
Co-convened Graduate Seminar in Political Theory

Experiential Learning Courses:
Global Leadership Project



Other Teaching Interests & Previously Offered Courses:
Introduction to Political Ideologies
American Government
Constitutional Law
Civil Liberties & Rights

Books:

Political Theory & the Human Predicament: An Introduction to Major
Political Thinkers (Cognella Inc., 2014). Second Edition, 2018.

Scholarly Articles & Book Chapters

“Revisiting J.S. Mill’s Theory of Education in the Age of Partisan
Division: Its Utility in Teaching Political Theory,” Journal of Higher
Education Theory and Practice, 20:4 (2020).

“Socratic Method as a Search for Standards: Justice-Seeking,
Knowledge- Seeking, and Critical Inquiry,” in The Socratic Method
Today, Lee Trepanier, ed., Routledge, 2018.

“The Fiddler’s Prerogative: Politics and the Purpose of Art,” Antioch
Review, 60:2 (Spring 2002). (Co-authored with T.L. Putterman)

“The Aesthetic Vision of Joseph Wood Krutch,” World & [,16:7 (July
2001). (Co-authored with T. L. Putterman),

"The Pilgrimage of Joseph Wood Krutch," American Studies, 38: 1 (Spring
1997).

Other Articles (Selected)

“Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935),” The International Encyclopedia
of Political Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D.
McClain, James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional
Quarterly Press, vol. 1, 2011.

“Louis Hartz (1919-1986),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly

Press, vol. 3, 2011.

“Harold Laski (1893-1950),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain, James



E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly Press, vol.
3, 2011.

“James Mill (1773-1836),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly

Press, vol. 3, 2011.

“George Orwell (1903-1950),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain, James
E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly Press, vol.
4,2011.

“Michael Joseph Oakeshott (1901-1990),” The International Encyclopedia
of Political Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D.
McClain, James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional
Quarterly Press, vol. 4, 2011.

“Robert Owen (1771-1858),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly

Press, vol., 4, 2011.

“Thomas Paine (1737-1809),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly

Press, vol. 4, 2011.

“John Rawls (1921-2002),” The International Encyclopedia of Political
Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly

Press, vol. 5, 2011.

“Bertrand Russell (1872-1970),” The International Encyclopedia of
Political Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D. McClain,
James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional Quarterly
Press, vol. 5, 2011.

“George Holland Sabine (1880-1961),” The International Encyclopedia of
Political Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi, Paula D.
McClain, James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds., Congressional

Quarterly Press, vol. 5, 2011.

“Burrhus Fredrick Skinner (1904-1990),” The International
Encyclopedia of Political Science, Geoffrey Garrett, Margaret Levi,
Paula D. McClain, James E. Alt, Simone Chambers, eds.,
Congressional Quarterly Press vol. 5, 2011.



Service (Selected)

Co-director, Political Science Master of Arts program, presently; (Co-
director of the MA, 2005-2008.)

Search Committee Member for the Dean of Humanities & Sciences,
2019-2020.

Chair, Unit Standards Committee, 2017-2019.

UFA Student Complaint Representative, 2017-2018.

Ethics Perspective Course Review Committee member, 2007-2017.

Unit Standards Committee member, 2016-2017.

UFA large member, 2016-2017.

Director, Political Science Master of Arts program, 2005-2008

Search committee member for the Dean of Mansfield Library, 2005-2006
Board member of the UM Center for Teaching Excellence, 2005-2006

Search committee for the Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences, 2003-
2004

Member of the Teacher’s Education Council, Social Sciences, 2002-2004

Co-director of Women’s Studies, 2001-2003.

Professional Activities (selected)

“What’s Next: Communicating with A Diverse Constituencies In A
Polarized Time: Lessons From Law, Media, Political Science,” UM
Forum, November 7, 2018

Editorial Board Member & Article Reviewer for The International Journal
of American Studies, 2013-2016

“Two Kinds of Freedom,” KGVO News Talk Radio, June 15, 2016
Presented lecture titled, “3 Writers You Should Know: Paine, Emerson,

Bellamy,” at the Montana Educators Association Conference at UM
College of Technology, October 16-17, 2008.



Participated in the National Conference on Democratic Dialogue, San
Francisco, California, August 3-6, 2006. Provided Dean Fetz with
a report on the information gathered.

Participated in KUFM radio roundtable discussion on “Leo Strauss and
the Neo-Conservatives,” for In Other Words, taped October 2005.

Participated in KUFM radio roundtable discussion on “Christian
fundamentalism and politics,” for In Other Words, taped June 11,
2005.



